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Rendering of Geological Survey headquarters to be built at Reston, Va.

GS Building”
Contract

Awarded

By JAMES BIRCHFIELD
Star Staff Writer

Many employes of the Geo-
logical Survey are expected to
become residents of the new
town of Reston, Va., after a
new headquarters bmldmg for
the agency is completed there
in 1974.

Reston officials have pre-
dicted that in time many of
the Geological Survey’s 2,200
employes may eventually live
in Reston. It was pointed out,
however, that many employes
who are settled in other areas
will continue to live there and
commute to Reston. As new
employes are added, they
probably will live in Reston.

A contract for construction
of a $44 million structure was
awarded this week to the
George H. Hyman Construc-
tion Co., which submitted the
lowest of four bids. Architects
for the building are Skidmore,
Owings and Merrill of Chicago
and H. D. Nottingham and As-
scciates of Arlington under

ith the General
v 100@%@?.& inistration.
A;r Vlew of Reston showmg locuhon of Geologlcal Survey Bulldmg. The new building, which will

“Lake Anne is ot 1, Lake Anne Village 2, and the Dulles Road is 3. See BUILDING on Page C-3
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be located in a 105-acre woog-
ed areg along the Dulles Ajr-
port Road 18 miles from Wash-
ington, will he leased to the
Genera] Services Administrg. |
tion for 2p years by Gulf Res.

ulf Reston officials sgig
the project will pe financed by
&  construction loan from

| completed by Walkep and Dun-
lop, " Inc,, Washington mort-
gage barnkers,

S4 officials said construc-
tion of the Geologica] Survey
facility at Reston carrieg out
two of President Nixon’s goals
= locating federa] installa-
tions in areas where there is
ample low and middle-income
housing, and where they pro-

U6 an economic boost o ney
communities,
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“yesterday stopped all sales of
fatural gas to new customers
*in the mefropolitan aréa and
sald it could not increase salés’
of gas to any present cus-
j tomer. R
The pelicy means that no
new gds lines ¢an be extended
into new. of ofd buildings, in-|
~¢lyding private residences, un-
- less contracted for prior to
March 1. However, résidentfal
- .‘customers would be perrnitted
to install g new gas range, for
example, if there is vvalea&y a
" lige into fhe house. =
- Presldent Paul E, Reichardt
. &ald the ﬁ.Sth curtailment is
- ‘neceysdry “beecguse gas trans-
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‘Iject to approval of regulatory|

Tted a formal propasal, the Dis-

‘missloft companies that supply
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iitilies in this region have noti:
fied Washington Gas that|

there can be no increase in|
gas shipments beyond existing |*

The ban on new sales is sub-

commissions 'in Matyland, the
District and Virgihia.

Last night, acting even be-
fore Washington (Gas submit-

trict public service commis-

sion scheduled hearings at 10

a.m. March 17 on the cutback.

‘Becaiisé of the late hour, nei-

ther the Virginia State Corpo-
See GAS, A12, Col. 1

" Chicago and Miawmi facing
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ration Commission nor the
Maryland Public Service Com-
mission took action yesterday.

Cutbacks of gas sales have
become common throughout
the Midwest and Middle At-
lantic states in recent months
because of severe shortages of
natural gas. In recent-weeks,
utilities in Chicago and Pitts-
burgh announced policies sim-
ilar ta that of Washington
Gas. .

Early in February, Balti-
more Gas and Electric Co. re-
stricted new gas sales to resi-
dential customers, a policy
adopted by the Washington
firm last November.

There is much controversy
about the cause of the present
natural gas shortage, Al-
though there is a plentiful
supply underground, the gas

. industry took the position in

the 1960s that companies could
not. earn enough money from

. v edlieir output and did not in-

ing and advertising programs.
Spokesman Jack Raymond
said it is too early to tell what
cutbacks might be made in the
sales staff of about 100 per-
sons—already reduced by at-
trition and layoffs in 1971

Retail sales of gas appli-
ances will be affected, but
since a large percentage of
sales volume is replacements
for currently owned ranges or
clothes dryers, the impact
won’'t be too severe, Raymond
said.

Home builders, however,
will have to use_electricity and
oil_heating in place of gas for
new buildings or renovations.
Potomac Electric Power Co.,
the major beneficiary of busi-|
ness shunted away froem the
gas firm, announced recantly
that its outlook for the next
few years indicates increased
surpluses and_an abilily 10.ab-|
sorb new business.

crease their exploration work,
Industry critics, such as the
American Public Gas Associa-
tion, allege that a shortage
was created artifically to drive’
prices higher. Last year, the
Federal Power Commission
ruled in a number of cases
that premitted producers to
raise their rates. -
For the long run, there are
other sources of natural gas

" that should alleviatethe prob-
" Yem, inciuding Imports of lig-

" 1and-D,C. region—“within the

uefied natural gas from
abroad, production from the
-Alaska North Slope ‘and syn-|
thetic gas production now’
being developed by industry
and government.

. The major supplier (83 per
cent) of Washington Gas is
Columbia Gas Transmission
Corp., based in Wilmington. It
is a subsidiary of Columbia
Gas System, which s seeking

government approval to build|’

a gas import terminal on the
Chesapeake Bay in Calvert
County.

A Columbia Gas spokesman,
Bruce Quayle, said in a tele-
phone interview that his firm
has clampéed bans on increased
gas sales throughout its retail
and wholesale territory—from
western Ohio to the Mary-

last few days.”

gas company officers saic.
be on the firm's sales, market-
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